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April 23, 2007 

Information Follow-up to the April 9, 2007 PAC Meeting 
 
Metro Data 
The following website addresses provide links to Metro data and methodology in response to 
questions from the PAC regarding the source of data reported in the project Purpose and Need 
Statement. Information about the regional forecast allocation and links to household and 
employment data by TAZ are provided in the second Metro link below.   
 
http://www.metro-region.org/article.cfm?articleid=15006  
 
http://www.metro-region.org/article.cfm?ArticleID=15103 
 
The TAZ boundaries used in the project’s transportation study area come from the TAZ 1358 set. 
To cross reference with the TAZ’s reported on the Metro site, the table below shows the 1358 
equivalent in the TAZ 2029 set. 
 
Harmony Road Transportation Study Area  
  

1358 TAZ ID 
Number 2029 TAZ ID Number 

411 637 
412 636 
423 660 
424 641 
425 639 
437 640 
433 669 
434 668 
435 661 
443 664,  663,  662 
444 665 
445 666 
446 667 
447 670 
939 638 
941 642 
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Rail Regulations (http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/824.html)  
 
The following information is taken from the Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) governing railroads in 
Oregon. This provides specific regulatory information regarding at-grade rail crossings and the 
authority to eliminate at-grade crossings for safety purposes. Supplementary information from the 
Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) is also provided. 
 
 824.202 Policy; authority vested in state and department. It is the policy of this state to 
achieve uniform and coordinated regulation of railroad-highway crossings and to eliminate 
crossings at grade wherever possible. To these ends, authority to control and regulate the 
construction, alteration, and protection of railroad-highway crossings is vested exclusively in the 
state, and in the Department of Transportation as provided in ORS 824.200 to 824.256. 
[Formerly 763.013] 
 
 824.204 Authority to construct grade crossings; protective devices.  
 (1) Except for the repair of lawfully existing roads and highways or the replacement of 
tracks, no highway shall be constructed across the track of any railroad company at grade, nor 
shall the track of any railroad company be constructed across a highway at grade, without having 
first secured the permission of the Department of Transportation. 
 (2) Whenever any railroad company desires to cross any established and existing highway at 
grade or any public authority desires to lay out and extend any highway over and across any 
established and existing railroad at grade, it shall file with the department its application setting 
forth the objections and difficulties of making such crossing either above or below the grade of 
the existing highway or railroad. 
 (3) Upon receipt of the above application the department, after hearing, unless a hearing is 
not required under ORS 824.214, shall: 

 (a) Determine whether the public safety, public convenience and general welfare 
require a grade separation; and 

 (b) In the event a grade separation is not required, determine whether the application 
should be refused or granted, and upon what terms and conditions. 

 (4) If the grade crossing is approved, the department shall determine and prescribe the 
manner of its construction, maintenance and use, the kind and location of protective devices to 
be installed, the allocation of costs and the place of the crossing. [Formerly 763.020] 
 
 824.206 Elimination, relocation or alteration of grade crossing; installation or alteration 
of protective devices.  
 (1) The Department of Transportation may, upon its own motion or upon application by a 
railroad or the public authority in interest, subsequent to a hearing, unless a hearing is not 
required under ORS 824.214, and upon finding that such action is required by the public safety, 
necessity, convenience and general welfare: 

 (a) Eliminate a grade crossing by relocation of the highway; 
 (b) Alter or abolish any grade crossing or change the location thereof, or require a 

separation of grades at any such crossing; 
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 (c) Alter or change any existing crossing at separated grades; and 
 (d) Require installation or alteration of protective devices. 

 (2) The department shall prescribe the time and manner of such alteration, change, 
installation or alteration, and the terms and conditions thereof. [Formerly 763.030; 1997 c.249 
§250; 1997 c.275 §16] 
 
 824.208 Authority to fix speeds and regulate sounding of train warning devices at 
crossings.  
 (1) The power to fix and regulate the speed of railway trains and to regulate the sounding of 
railway train warning devices at public railroad-highway crossings is vested exclusively in the 
state. 
 (2) Upon petition of any public authority in interest or of any railroad or upon the 
Department of Transportation’s own motion, the Department of Transportation shall, after due 
investigation and hearing, unless a hearing is not required under ORS 824.214 enter an order 
fixing and regulating the speed of railway trains or regulating the sounding of railway train 
warning devices. 
 (3) The speed limits fixed by the department shall be maximum speed limits and shall be 
commensurate with the hazards presented and the practical operation of the trains. [Formerly 
763.035] 
 
 824.210 Construction and alteration of crossings above or below grade. No highway 
shall be constructed across the track of any railroad company above or below grade, nor shall the 
track of any railroad company be constructed across a highway above or below grade, without 
having first secured the permission of the Department of Transportation. If permission is granted, 
the department shall, after a hearing, unless hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, 
prescribe the terms and conditions upon which such crossing shall be made and shall allocate the 
cost of construction and maintenance. [Formerly 763.040] 
 
 824.212 Specifications for construction and maintenance of crossings; application of 
specifications; priorities; compliance.  
 (1) The Department of Transportation shall adopt regulations prescribing specifications for 
the construction and maintenance of railroad-highway crossings, both at grade level and at 
separated grades. The specifications shall be developed in consultation with representatives of 
cities and counties and shall conform to nationally recognized and commonly used standards to 
ensure that the crossings are constructed and maintained in a manner that conforms to the public 
safety, necessity, convenience and general welfare, including but not limited to the projected 
transportation needs. 
 (2) Specifications for separate crossings adopted under subsection (1) of this section do not 
apply to crossings in existence on the effective date of the regulation prescribing the 
specifications. However, within a reasonable period after the effective date, crossings shall be 
altered or reconstructed to comply with the regulations in effect at the time of the alteration or 
reconstruction. 
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 (3) Priorities for such alterations or reconstruction shall be established by the Department of 
Transportation, based upon the expressed need of the public authority in interest, and upon such 
other factors as danger or inconvenience to motorists, age of the structure, frequency of reported 
accidents and degree of noncompliance with regulations. 
 (4) If the public authority in interest or the railroad company fails to so alter or reconstruct a 
crossing, the department, after following the procedures specified in ORS chapter 183 for 
contested cases, may order the alteration or reconstruction and proceed in accordance with ORS 
824.216. [Formerly 763.055; 1997 c.249 §251; 1997 c.275 §17] 
 
 824.214 Procedure to obtain permission for crossings; rules.  
 (1) Proceedings to carry out ORS 824.204, 824.206, 824.210 to 824.218, 824.224, 824.226 to 
824.230, 824.238, 824.240 and 824.256, including the right to review any order of the 
Department of Transportation, shall be those specified in ORS chapter 183 for contested cases. If 
the final order of the department, in a proceeding initiated under ORS 824.206 or 824.226 by a 
city or county, is appealed and the city or county prevails, it shall be entitled to costs and 
reasonable attorney fees. 
 (2) The department may adopt rules to govern the procedure, and to regulate the mode and 
manner of all investigations under ORS 824.204, 824.206, 824.210 to 824.218, 824.224, 824.226 
to 824.230, 824.238, 824.240 and 824.256. 
 (3) The authority granted the department by ORS 824.200 to 824.256 is in addition to and not 
in lieu of the authority of any city, county or other political subdivision of the state to use other 
remedies and procedures to provide public highways for the traveling public. [Formerly 763.080; 
1997 c.249 §252; 1997 c.275 §18] 
 
 824.216 Procedure to compel compliance with orders.  
 (1) The railroad company, public authority or person to whom an order of the Department of 
Transportation is directed under ORS 824.200 to 824.256 shall comply with such order within 
such reasonable time as may be prescribed by the department. In case of failure to comply, the 
department shall thereupon take proceedings to compel obedience to such order. 
 (2) The circuit court has power in case of all such orders by the department to compel 
obedience therewith by mandamus, brought in the name of the state, subject, however, to appeal 
to the Court of Appeals in the same manner and with like effect as provided in cases of appeal 
from the order of the circuit court. [Formerly 763.090; 1997 c.275 §19] 
 
 
Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) 

741-100-0020 Definitions As used in Divisions 741-100 through 200 and 741-600 of these 
rules, the following definitions apply:  

(1) "Alter" means any change to the roadway or tracks at a crossing that materially affects 
use of the crossing by railroad equipment, vehicles, or pedestrians. Alterations include, 
but are not limited to: adding or removing tracks; changing the width of the roadway; 
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installing or removing protective devices; creating an additional travel lane; changing the 
direction of traffic flow; installing curbs, sidewalks, or bicycle facilities; or changing 
grade, including superelevation, if sufficient to necessitate a change of the grade of the 
railroad or highway being crossed.  

 
741-200-0010 Purpose  

OAR 741-200-0020 to 741-200-0070 provide procedures for making applications for authority to 
construct, relocate, alter or close crossing.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 823 & ORS 824 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 824.202 

 
741-200-0020 Applications Required  

Except where formal proceedings are initiated by the Department and except as provided in OAR 
741-110-0050 and 741-120-0040, an application for authority must be filed with the Department 
to:  

(1) Construct, relocate or alter a sidewalk, multi-use path or roadway across one or more railroad 
tracks at grade;  

(2) Construct or relocate one or more railroad tracks across a sidewalk, multi-use path or 
roadway at grade; or  

(3) Construct, relocate or alter a separated crossing of a sidewalk, multi-use path or roadway.  

NOTE: See definition of "alter" in OAR 741-100-0020(1).  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 823.011, ORS 824.202, ORS 824.220 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 824.204, ORS 824.206 & ORS 824.210 
 
741-200-0030 Persons Who May Make Application  

Pursuant to ORS Chapter 824, only a railroad company or the public authority in interest may 
file an application for authority to construct, relocate, alter or close a crossing.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, ORS 184.619, ORS 823.011, ORS 824.202, ORS 824.220 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 824.202 
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Amtrak Schedule 
The following page is the Amtrak Cascades schedule with departures/arrivals from Portland. The 
website link to the schedule is at:  
 
http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/Schedules_Page 
 
The trains traveling to and from the south of Portland cross through the Harmony Road corridor. 
 
 



AMTRAK CASCADES

Service/Train Name �

Train Number �

Days of Operation �

On Board Service �

Mile Symbol

Vancouver, BC–Pacific Central Sta. (PT) 0 ●●◗ W Dp
Richmond, BC–Sandman Inn 12 ●●

Surrey, BC–Pacific Inn 29 ●●

Bellingham, WA (Alaska Marine Highway) 62 ●●  W 9
Mount Vernon, WA 88 ●●  w 
Everett, WA 123 c l W 9
Edmonds, WA 139 c l w 9
Seattle, WA 157 c W 9 Ar

Seattle, WA 0 c l W Dp
Victoria, BC q
b Port Angeles—see other side

Tukwila, WA (SeaTac Airport ✈) 11 ●●  W 
Tacoma, WA 39 c l w 9
Olympia-Lacey, WA 75 ●●  w 9
Centralia, WA 94 c W
Kelso-Longview, WA 137 ●●  w 9
Vancouver, WA 177 c l W 9
Portland, OR b Boise, Seaside, 187 c l w Ar

Astoria—see other side
Portland, OR 187 c l w 9 Dp
Oregon City, OR 202 ●●◗ w
Salem, OR 239 ●●◗ W
Albany, OR 267 ●●◗ W

b Corvallis, Newport—see other side
Eugene-Springfield, OR (PT) 310 c W 9 Ar

b Florence, Coos Bay—see other side

Cascades Coast Cascades Cascades Thruway Cascades Thruway CascadesStarlight

501 11 513 507 b 509 b 517
Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily

® B y ® s r ® B y ® B y ® u ® B y ® u ® B r
l u l u l u l u l u l u

Southbound - Vancouver, BC • Seattle • Tacoma • Portland • Salem • Eugene

b 5 30A b 8 00A b12 00N b  5 00P l 6 00P
R 5 50A R 8 30A R12 30P 5 30P
R 6 20A R 9 00A R 1 00P 6 00P

8 35A 7 40P
9 04A 8 12P

l   9 55A 8 54P
l 10 21A 9 19P

9 15A l 10 55A 12 30P 4 30P 8 30P l 10 05P
l 7 30A l    9 45A l 11 20A l 2 20P l 5 30P

7 45A 11 35A 2 35P 5 45P
l 8 15A l  10 31A l 12 05P l 3 05P l 6 15P

8 54A 11 21A 12 44P 3 44P 6 54P
9 16A l  11 45A l   1 03P l 4 03P 7 13P
9 54A 12 29P 1 44P 4 44P 7 54P

l10 29A l  1 08P l   2 19P l 5 19P l 8 29P
l11 00A l  1 50P l   3 00P l 5 50P l 9 00P

bl11 15A l  2 25P l 6 15P b   5 45P l 9 10P
6 36P 9 31P

l12 15P l  3 37P 7 22P 6 45P 10 17P
l12 55P l  4 10P 7 51P D  7 20P 10 46P

l 1 40P l  5 03P l 8 50P 8 10P l 11 45P
Coast 

Starlight to
Los Angeles

Northbound - Eugene • Salem • Portland • Tacoma • Seattle • Vancouver, BC
Service/Train Name �

Train Number �

Days of Operation �

On Board Service �

Mile Symbol

Eugene-Springfield, OR (PT) 0 c W 9 Dp
b Florence, Coos Bay—see other side

Albany, OR 44 ●●◗ W
b Corvallis, Newport—see other side

Salem, OR 72 ●●◗ W
Oregon City, OR 108 ●●◗ w 
Portland, OR 124 c w 9 Ar
Portland, OR b Boise, Seaside,  124 c l w 9 Dp

Astoria—see other side
Vancouver, WA 134 c l W 9
Kelso-Longview, WA 173 ●●  w 9
Centralia, WA 216 c W c 
Olympia-Lacey, WA 235 ●●  w 9
Tacoma, WA 271 c l w 9
Tukwila, WA (SeaTac Airport ✈) 299 ●●  W

Seattle, WA 310 c l W 9 Ar
Victoria, BC q
b Port Angeles—see other side

Seattle, WA 0 c W 9 Dp
Edmonds, WA 18 c l w 9
Everett, WA 34 c l W 9
Mount Vernon, WA 69 ●●  w 
Bellingham, WA (Alaska Marine Highway) 95 c W 9
Surrey, BC–Pacific Inn 115 ●●

Richmond, BC–Sandman Inn 132 ●●

Vancouver, BC–Pacific Central Sta. (PT) 157 ●●◗ W Ar

Cascades Thruway Cascades Cascades Cascades Cascades Thruway Thruway Thruway Cascades

510 b 500 504 506 516 b b b 508
Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily

® B r ® u ® B y ® B y ® B y ® B y ® u ® u ® l ® B y
l u l u l u l u l u l u

➥

l 5 45A l 9 00A bl 1 15P bl2 50P
6 28A l   9 43A l 2 05P l3 40P

l 6 57A l 10 12A l 2 40P l4 15P
7 39A 10 54A

l 8 20A l 11 35A l 3 45P l5 25P
l 8 45A l12 15P l 2 50P l6 15P

l 9 00A l12 30P l 3 05P l6 30P
9 33A 1 03P 3 38P 7 03P

l 10 12A l 1 42P l 4 17P 7 42P
10 33A 2 03P 4 38P 8 03P

l 11 11A l 2 41P l 5 16P l8 41P
11 41A 3 11P 5 46P 9 11P

l 12 15P l 3 55P l 6 20P l9 45P

l 7 40A b10 45A b 1 15P l 6 40P b  6 30P b 9 15P
8 07A 7 07P
8 31A 7 31P
9 13A 8 23P
9 44A 9 05P

D 1 15P D 3 45P D 8 50P D 11 35P
D 1 45P D 4 15P D 9 20P D 12 05A

l 11 35A 2 15P 5 00P 10 00P 12 35A

➥
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Freight Schedule 
There is no published schedule for the freight trains crossing at Harmony Road. 






